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Inspection rail motors 2004 and 2032 pass through Yurbi (east of 

Cloncurry) on the Mt Isa line in December 2005. In the foreground Block 

Limit Board YI24 which applies to the track in the foreground. Just in 

front of the rail motors is a small ‘B’ sign indicating the position of 

an ATP transponder group. Yurbi was commissioned as a DTC station in 

October 1997 however Yurbi existed as a Stopping Place from 1909 and 

prior to that was known as Calabra. 
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Pomona - Detour Lights & Sign 
 

Pomona is a crossing loop located on the QR North Coast Line between 

Nambour and Gympie. By August 1910 a Station Master had been placed in 

charge at Pomona and from that time Pomona was worked as a station. The 

station was later interlocked and a signal cabin was provided adjacent 

to the station building. 

 

The township of Pomona straddles the railway line with the main part of 

town located on the west of the railway line and the remainder on the 

east side. To cross from the western side of the railway to the eastern 

side motorists can use an underpass at the southern end of the station 

yard, or a level crossing just to the northern end of the station which 

crosses both the main line and crossing loop. 

 

There were obviously occasions, when, due to trains crossing or shunting 

at Pomona, that the level crossing was blocked for extended periods, 

causing upset to motorists. The motorists must have complained about the 

situation which the railway department acted upon providing an automatic 

warning sign to motorist. The sign was located prior to the level 

crossing and warned that the crossing was blocked and directed motorists 

to use the underpass instead. 

 

Diagram P803, shown on the adjacent page, shows the details of this 

unique warning light which was provided at Pomona, presumably during 

1947 which is the date of the drawing. 

 

With this system in place a motorist driving towards the level crossing 

could receive advanced warning that the crossing ahead was blocked and 

use the alternate route. The circuit shows a commutator switch on the 

level crossing gates which activated the detour lights. The electrical 

connection between the switch on the crossing gates and the detour lights 

was via underground cable and overhead wires on telegraph poles. 

 

The detour lights were two red lights placed on the pole near the 

intersection facing traffic approaching from the two streets opposite. 

Below the red lights was a black and white sign with an arrow on it 

pointing towards the road underpass. Below this was a sign, with a lamp 

to illuminate the sign, stating, 

 

 

RED LIGHT DENOTES 

GATE CLOSED 

DETOUR TO GYMPIE → 

 

 

The level crossing later received flashing lights and half-boom gates. 

Centralised Traffic Control (CTC) was established at Pomona in 1983 and 

the signal cabin decommissioned. Subsequent to the introduction of CTC 

station staff were gradually removed from Pomona and it is now an 

unattended station with a short passenger platform and small shelter 

shed. The original station building and signal cabin building were 

removed to a nearby site. 

 

During 2005 I was in Pomona to visit the silent movie theatre and walked 

up to the intersection where the detour light stood. A slightly 

modernized version of the detour light still exists and is indeed still 

operational serving the same function over 60 years later..!! 
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Above: What appears to be the original drawing showing the design of the 

detour sign and lights provided at Pomona to warn road traffic that the 

level crossing ahead (around the corner) was blocked and to detour via 

the underpass at the southern end of the station yard. 
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Above: Pomona detour lights as photographed in 2005 and still functioning 

in the same manner as they did when provided in 1947. 
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Bluff Lever Frames 

Proceed Order (Jan-Mar 2020) 
 

With reference to ‘Proceed Order’ (Issue 5, Jan-Mar 2020), the purpose 

of that article on the remains of two lever frames found while I was 

stationed at Bluff as a Driver, was to demonstrate and explore what 

features could be discovered about the structures by a detailed 

examination of the concrete slab and the configuration of bolts which 

could be seen. 

 

To that end I believe I was quite successful and only hard evidence such 

as plans or photographs of the structures will reveal the full details. 

I suspect that such evidence would only confirm my analysis.  

 

In the previous article I did say that it was impossible to determine 

if any signals were operated from these lever frames, based on what 

could be seen in the remains of the foundation. This remains true but 

further reference to the Working Timetables of the period, which include 

signalling diagrams of many CTC stations, shows that both lever frames 

at Bluff operated signals. The signals were electric Position Light 

Shunt Signals which would have been operated from a contact box, operated 

by a direct physical linkage to the lever concerned. Neither the contact 

box nor linkages have any connection to the foundation and this explains 

why I saw no evidence of what was connected to the other levers in the 

frames. 

 

Bluff East had a lever for the Electric Release (black and white 

stripes), two levers for points (black), and two levers for the 

associated plungers (blue). Two signal levers (red) were also provided, 

one to shunt into the 3rd, 4th or 5th Road from the Up Home signal, and 

one to shunt out from the 3rd Road. Shunting out from the 4th or 5th 

Road was by hand or radio signal as only catch point discs were provided. 

This means that Bluff East had 7 operational levers, and either 3 spare 

(white) levers or 3 spaces where levers could be added if subsequently 

needed. 

 

Bluff West had a lever for the Electric Release (black and white 

stripes), three levers for the points (black), and two levers for the 

associated plungers (blue). I suspect one lever operated the plunger 

associated with the points in the 3rd Road, and the other plunger lever 

was associated with the points from the 4th Road to the 5th Road and the 

points from the 5th Road to the siding. Two signal levers (red) were 

also provided, one to shunt into the 3rd, 4th or 5th Road from the Down 

Home signal, and one to shunt out from the 3rd Road. Shunting out from 

the 4th Road, 5th Road or siding was by hand or radio signal as only 

catch point discs were provided. This means that Bluff West had 8 

operational levers, and either 2 spare (white) levers or 2 spaces where 

levers could be added if subsequently needed. 

 

Again, anyone with photographs of trains at Bluff, taken in the period 

between 1980 and 1988 when these ground frames existed, which may show 

either the Bluff East or West ground frames is asked to contact the 

editor to finalise this research. 
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Signal Cabin Types  

The QR Perspective 
 

It appears that signal cabins in Queensland were never officially 

classified as different types, but it is apparent that many structures 

were built to the same or very similar designs - depending on the size, 

location and era of construction. 

 

Type 1 as shown below appears to be the most common type of structure 

used to house signalling levers, and there were some slight variations 

which will be discussed in future articles. Also note that Type 9 refers 

to a cabin which has a unique construction, different from all other 

known examples. Two cabins have been selected for illustration purposes.  

Several articles on this topic are possible and will appear in future 

issues of Proceed Order, but for now a brief photo summary of the nine 

types identified will suffice. 

 

Signal Cabin Type Known Locations 

TYPE 1

 
 

 
 

 
 

Albert, Albion, Archer Park (1st cabin), 

Baddow, Beaudesert Rd (2nd cabin), 

Beerburrum, Bororen, Bowen, Brunswick St 

(1st cabin cabin), Bulimba Junction,  

Bundamba, Cairns, Cannon Hill, Central 

EP, Chinchilla (2nd cabin), Cloncurry 

(1st cabin),  Coopers Plains, Coorparoo, 

Corinda (1st cabin), Corinda (2nd 

cabin), Dalby, Dutton Park, Eagle 

Junction, Emerald, Eudlo, Eumundi, 

Exhibition, Gladstone A, Gladstone B, 

Glenapp (UG), Glenmore Junction, Goodna, 

Gowrie Junction, Grantham, Greenmount, 

Gundiah, Gympie (1st cabin), Harristown, 

Holmes, Ipswich (1st cabin), Ipswich 

(present), Isis A (1st cabin), Kadina, 

Kagaru (UG), Kinkuna, Lockyer, Lowmead, 

Mackay B (1st cabin), Manly,  

Maryborough, Mayne (1st cabin), Merinda, 

Milton, Mitchelton, Mt Larcom, Murarrie, 

Nambour (1st cabin), Netherby, 

Newmarket, Northgate, Nundah, Oakey, 

Oakhurst,  Owanyilla,  Oxley (1st 

cabin), Palmwoods, Park Road, Petrie A, 

Pomona, Port Curtis Junction, Rangeview, 

Redbank A, Rockhampton A, Rockhampton B, 

Roma Street B (2nd cabin), Sherwood, 

South Brisbane, South Brisbane (UG), 

Stuart, Tandur (1st cabin), Tandur (2nd 

cabin), Theebine, Toowong, Toowoomba A 

(2nd cabin), Toowoomba B (1st cabin), 

Townsville A, Townsville Fork Line, 

Vulture Street, Wacol (2nd cabin), 

Walloon, Willowburn, Wooloowin, Wynnum, 

Wyreema (1st cabin), Yarongmulu, 

Yeerongpilly (1st cabin), Yeerongpilly 

(2nd cabin), Yengarie, Zillmere (2nd 

cabin) 
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TYPE 2 

 

Bajool (1st cabin) (enclosed), Bemerside, 

Bingera, Chinchilla (1st cabin), 

Columboola, Forest Hill (later enclosed), 

Isis Junction B, Landsborough (1st 

cabin), Spring Bluff (1st cabin) 

TYPE 3

 

Clifton, Paget (later enclosed), Rosewood 

(1st cabin), Spring Bluff (2nd cabin), 

Wallumbilla 

 

TYPE 4

 

Beerwah, Burpengary (1st cabin), 

Cloncurry (2nd cabin), Colton, Curra, 

Elimbah, Ernest Junction, Glass House 

Mountains, Grandchester, Gunalda, 

Kingston, Laidley (2nd cabin), Monkland, 

Mooloolah, Mungar, Nambour (2nd cabin), 

North Arm, Oonoonba, Oxley (2nd cabin), 

Rosewood (2nd cabin), Sunnybank A, 

Tamaree, Tiaro, Toowoomba B (2nd cabin), 

Torbanlea, Traveston, Woondum, Yandina 

TYPE 5 

 

Cordalba, Duchess, Goondiwindi, Ingham, 

Kilkivan, Tweed Heads, Wallangarra 

TYPE 6 

 

Salisbury, Lytton Junction 

TYPE 7 

 

Bluff East (ground frame), Bluff West 

(ground frame), Burpengary (2nd cabin), 

Callemondah Yard (ground frame), 

Collinsville, Durroburra, Gatton (2nd 

cabin), Kaili, Mackay Yard (ground 

frame), Mill Hill, Pring, Roma Street 

Standard Gauge (ground frame), Spring 

Bluff (3rd cabin), Warwick B (2nd cabin), 

Wyreema (2nd cabin) 
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TYPE 8

 

Ascot, Harlaxton, Isis Junction A (2nd 

cabin), Kuraby, Kuranda, Strathpine (2nd 

cabin), Wulkuraka 

TYPE 9 Unclassified/Unique 

 
 

 

Caboolture, Charters Towers B, Clapham, 

Cooroy, Gordonvale, Gympie (2nd cabin), 

Helidon B, Ingham, Innisfail, Innisfail 

A, Innisfail B, Miles, Moura, Murphy's 

Creek, Redbank B, 

 

 
 

Research Room 
 

In the near future it is intended to focus research towards signal 

Control Panels that have existed in Queensland and add details to the 

web site. As a guide the work done by signalling enthusiasts in the UK 

and hosted on the Signalling Record Society web site will be drawn upon 

for definitions and uniformity. Hopefully this will result in the 

Queensland Power Signalling Register with similar details to the British 

Power Signalling Register. 

 

 

SIGQ 
 

SIGQ was founded in 2003 to provide a platform where people interested 

in the history and development of Queensland’s railway signalling and 

safeworking history could share information. A Facebook Group was 

established later and has been very popular with members. Although it 

has moved and been renamed a web site has been in existence from 2003 

and today can be found at https://sigq.weebly.com/   

 

A contact form is included on the web site at the bottom of the Home 

page which can be used to contact this group regarding information on 

the web site or in this magazine. 


