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PROCEED ORDER 
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The Ipswich end of Bundamba station in 2010 showing signals BA4 and 

BA6 as well as Nos.372 and 374 crossovers. No.375 crossover which led 

to the Tobacco Sidings to the right has been removed.  The Shunt signal 

just below the main signal head on BA6 is also redundant but has not 

been removed. It only applied via No.375 crossover into the sidings. 
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In the Newspapers - 1919 
 

Our regular feature for early in the new year focuses on events 

relating to signalling and safeworking from 100 years ago which were 

reported in the various newspapers throughout the state. It is 

surprising to see how much detailed information was printed in the 

newspapers concerning all aspects of railway construction and 

operation, including signalling and safeworking. One can only wonder 

how many readers of the local newspapers knew what many of the 

specialised terms meant, or how it was relevant to their safety.  

 

Three of the articles all dealt with the new upper-quadrant signalling 

introduced between Sherwood and Toowong. An article dealing with some 

railway archaeology (early signalling) uncovered during an excavation 

at Ipswich is included. A number of other articles were found in the 

newspapers with two major topics being, the death of a well-known 

Brisbane woman who was struck by a train near Milton signal cabin, and 

employees conditions - these have been excluded. 

 

• Grandchester 1st January - The double line from Grandchester to 

Calvert has been opened to traffic, and the new signal cabin in 

the office is now being used. (The Brisbane Courier Thursday 2 

January 1919 page 6) 

• Rockhampton 14th March - SIGNALLING AND INTERLOCKING - Complete 

signalling and interlocking arrangements have now been brought 

into use by the Railway Department at Stanley Street. The cabin 

is much larger and has many more levers than the old cabin. The 

movements were stiff on account of the newness of the rodding, 

and for this reason some difficulty and delay were experienced 

in working them. These, however, are disappearing, and it is 

anticipated that in a few days the whole system will be running 

smoothly. The cabin will be to great advantage in dealing with 

traffic at Stanley Street. (Morning Bulletin Friday 14 March 

1919) (The Capricornian Saturday 22 March 1919 page 23) 

• Toowong/Sherwood 1st April - AUTOMATIC SIGNALS - NEW INSTALLATION 

- The Queensland railway system has always been noted for its 

freedom from serious accident, particularly in connection with 

the suburban traffic. As a further insurance in this connection 

it is noticed that automatic signalling has been recently 

introduced and is now in operation between Toowong and Sherwood 

with a view, no doubt, to more general use in due course. The 

main double line between the points mentioned have been track 

circuited and divided into automatic signalling sections. Signals 

of the American pattern have been erected, and the introduction 

of yellow, in addition to the old signal colours of red and 

green, has attracted a deal of attention amongst train 

travellers. The signal arms by day and lights by night, work from 
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the danger position upwards instead of downwards. The yellow arms 

are not interlocked in the signalling cabin. In the horizontal 

position the arm denotes ‘danger’. The driver of an approaching 

engine on observing it, must stop one minute, and may then proceed 

cautiously after observing the line ahead clear. When the arm is 

raised to an angle of 45deg it indicates ‘caution’, and the 

driver must proceed only at reduced speed. The upright position 

of the arm means ‘line clear : proceed’. At stations where there 

are crossovers, sidings, or junctions, the points are worked from 

a signal cabin, and in addition to being controlled by the track-

circuit the signals are also controlled from the signal cabin. 

When the signal cabins are cut out for certain hours, the signals 

will work entirely automatically. Signals which are not 

controlled by interlocking work automatically and in such cases 

they are controlled by the previous train for two sections — 

i.e., there will be one signal in the ‘caution’ position and two 

signals in the ‘stop’ position in the rear of each train, ensuring 

a safe working margin between trains. The signals at interlocked 

stations have square ends, and are painted red and white, as 

formerly, but the automatic signals (not interlocked) have 

pointed ends and are painted yellow and black on the front. 

(Daily Mail Tuesday 1 April 1919 page 5) 

 

 
Drawing of Automatic & Semi-Automatic signals from 1934 Rule Book 

 

 

• Toowong/Sherwood 1st April - RAILWAY SIGNALS - THE AUTOMATIC 

SYSTEM - The Railway Department has introduced automatic 
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signalling between Toowong and Sherwood. The main double line 

between the points mentioned has been track circuited and divided 

into automatic signalling sections. Signals of the American 

pattern have been erected. Yellow is included in addition to the 

old signal colours of red and green. The signal arms by day and 

the lights by night work upwards from the danger position instead 

of downwards. (Warwick Daily News Tuesday 1 April 1919 page 5) 

• Toowong/Sherwood 1st April - RAILWAY AUTOMATIC SIGNAL - The 

Railway Department has introduced the automatic signalling system 

between Toowong and Sherwood. The main double line between the 

points mentioned is an open track circuited and divided by 

automatic signalling sections. The signals are of the American 

pattern, and yellow is included in addition to the old signal 

colours of red and green for signalling by day and lights by 

night. The signals work upwards from the danger position instead 

of downwards. (Bundaberg Mail Tuesday 1 April 1919 page 3) 

• Grantham 7th June - The weather has been somewhat showery during 

the last few days. Tonight (Saturday) a very heavy fog envelops 

the town, and will, in all probability, require the use of fog 

signals, as the railway signal lights are in almost entire 

obscurity. (Queensland Times Tuesday 10 June 1919 page 5) 

• Ipswich 5th July - RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION - The excavation work in 

connection with the cutting through of the Bremer Street subway 

is nearing the finishing point. The displacement of the blocks 

of stone which formed the abutment to the old Bremer (formerly 

the railway) bridge was a tough job, the masonry work having been 

well and solidly done. During the excavation operations at this 

subway the wood work foundation (in the shape of hardwood stays) 

of what is supposed to have been the original signal-post, used 

when the trains ran out from or approached the old Ellenborough 

Street terminal station, the Southern and Western railway line 

to Toowoomba being over the present vehicular Bremer bridge, 

onward through North Ipswich, via the Mihi Creek across Hungry 

Flat (now Brassall), and Iron Pot Creek thence to Walloon, was 

recovered. The signal post referred to was a landmark connected 

with the early railway history at this State. The other 

constructional work is being pushed ahead, and numbers of men 

are actively engaged in making the newly laid Up line workable. 

The resident Engineer (Mr. D. M’Kelvie) anticipates the work 

between Waghorn and Ellenborough Streets being rapidly advanced 

during the next week or so. Inspector W. Holmes and Foreman C. 

H. Quince are kept well occupied in preparing for the reception 

of the two concrete slabs over the Bremer Street subway, one 

being 34ft by 20ft, and 20 tons in weight, and the second 34ft 

by 18ft, and weighing 10 tons. (Queensland Times Saturday 5 July 

1919 page 7) 
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Photo Feature - Bundamba 
 

 
Above: An export coal train from Box Flat to Fisherman Islands crosses 

from the branch to the Main Line at Bundamba in 1983. 

 

 

Above: Safeworking in progress as the Station Officer prepares to 

receive the Ordinary Staff from the Driver of the Spoil train. 
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Above: A 2000 class railmotor shuttle departs Bundamba for Bundamba 

Racecourse in the early 1990’s. One of the last such workings to occur. 

QLX wagons can be seen in the Tobacco Sidings to the right of the 

railmotor. 

 

 

Above: At Bundamba Racecourse another shuttle prepares to depart for 

the short journey back to Bundamba. Note the three-lever ground frame 

to the left which controls the two semaphore Home signals, and the 

two-aspect colour light Bundamba Branch Home signal (BA3). 
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Book Preview 
Not yet released, but available to pre-order are four volumes of Signal 

Boxes of New South Wales Railways and Tramways by Robert Taaffe. In 

the four volumes there will be approximately 2000 pages with more than 

1400 signal boxes detailed and illustrated with more than 1600 

photographs. Many of the photographs are in colour and many have never 

been seen in print before. There will be a single print run and copies 

will be sold via an expression of interest. To register now for your 

copies, email signalboxbook@gmail.com   

 

Two volumes are to be published in the second half of 2019 and the 

remaining two in 2020. 

 

 

 

 
 

Research Room 
The research into Ordinary Staffs continues with more interesting 

discoveries and developments. With more examples able to be examined, 

measured and photographed it is becoming clear how the different shape 

and colour combinations were used and importantly altered when needed. 

 

One very interesting example has emerged which appears to be a genuine 

Green Half-Round Ordinary Staff, the only one known of in existence. 

This particular staff has clearly been modified, perhaps twice, and 

mailto:signalboxbook@gmail.com
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is now painted white, but the green paint was clearly evident under 

the brass plates on both sides of the staff. It has of course raised 

more questions as the section on the brass plates is unusual and skips 

two intermediate (and well established) Staff Stations.  

 

In an effort to simplify collecting the measurements of Ordinary Staffs 

the following diagram was produced to clearly identify the two basic 

types, those with two pins protruding from the side of the staff and 

those with one pin and one slot in the side of the staff. 

 

 

Above: The Ordinary Staff measurement guide. Not specific to Blue 

Round Ordinary Staffs, the round shape is only to demonstrate which 

end of the staff measurements should be taken from. 

 

 
 

SIGQ 
SIGQ was founded in 2003 to provide a platform where people interested 

in the history and development of Queensland’s railway signalling and 

safeworking history could share information. A Facebook Group was 

established later and has been very popular with members. Although it 

has moved and been renamed a web site has been in existence from 2003 

and today can be found at https://sigq.weebly.com/   

 

A contact form is included on the web site at the bottom of the Home 

page which can be used to contact this group regarding information on 

the web site or in this magazine. 


